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‘ONCE NAVY, ALWAYS NAVY’

A £3.4 million project in Kent for 
veterans who require specialist 
facilities has been completed.

The Royal British Legion 
Industries (RBLI) scheme at 
Aylesford, three years in the 
making and entirely designed by 
Clague Architects, includes 24 
one- and two-bedroom flats.

They are suitable for 
wheelchair users, with features 
including adjustable worktops, 
extra-wide door frames, lighter 
doors and wet rooms.

Tim Wolfe-Murray, Partner at 
Clague, said: “We could not be 
prouder of the work that has been 
done here, and we know that it 
is going to have a major impact 
on the lives of so many of our 
country’s veterans.”

The development was designed 
to create a small sustainable 
community for ex-Forces 
personnel both young and old.

It is part of the RBL Village 
where a variety of welfare, health 
care, employment and other 
support services are available, as 
well as 80 houses and bungalows.

The new buildings – Invictus 
Games House and Victory 
House – are built around a 
courtyard which features a gold-
medal winning Chelsea Flower 
Show Garden, designed by Jo 
Thompson and donated by the 
Chelsea Barracks Foundation.

Director of RBLI Living 
James Rudoni said: “These 
stunning new apartments, which 
are specifically tailored for 
veterans and their dependents 
– particularly those who are at 
risk of homelessness and facing 
challenges due to disability – will 
become a home to people who 
may otherwise struggle.”

RBLI was established in 1919 
to provide employment, training 
and support to members and 
veterans of the Forces, their 
families and dependents, as 
well as those with a disability or 
health condition.

It is a sister charity to, though 
separate from, the Royal British 
Legion, with which it has a 
shared ethos of supporting the 
Armed Forces community.

Homes for veterans

A BUGLER from the RM School 
of Music, Portsmouth, sounded 
the Last Post for D-Day veteran 
Frank Scrivener at his burial in 
St James’ Cemetery, Dover.

The former leading seaman 
served in D-Day landing ship 
HMS Princess Astrid.

In a ceremony for at Dover 
College last year he received the 
Legion d’Honneur for taking 
part in the Allied invasion, and he 
occasionally returned to France 
with members of the Normandy 
Veterans Association.

Back in civilian life, he became 
manager of the former Essoldo 
cinema in Castle Street, Dover.

He leaves a widow, Dora, three 
sons, 10 grandchildren and 11 
great grandchildren.

Pensions
prompt
questions Medal for

Malcolm

THE ANNUAL HMS Wildfire 
III parade and service in 
memory of those who served 
in minesweepers based at 
Queenborough during World War 
2 takes place on September 10.

The parade musters at Holy 
Trinity church at 1.30pm, with 
a service in Queenborough 
Park at 2pm. There will be light 
refreshments and entertainment 
at Queenborough Social Club 
afterwards.

BEFORE April 6 last year the 
state pension was made up of two 
parts – the Basic State Pension 
and Second State Pension (S2P), 
writes the Forces Pension Society.

More than 50 per cent of the 
population, including the Armed 
Forces, and all other Public 
Service Pension Schemes, were 
“contracted out” of S2P, which 
meant members paid 1.4 per cent 
of pay less National Insurance 
Contributions (NICs) than those 
“contracted in” and received less 
state pension.

From April 6 last year 
everybody who pays Class 1 
NICs will pay them at the same, 
higher, rate. This Q&A covers the 
main points:

Will I have received less ‘take 
home’ pay from April 6 2016?

Probably “yes”, because pay 
is rising at one per cent a year 
and your NICs increased by 1.4 
per cent of pay.  Add to this the 
annual increases for food and 
accommodation...

What will I get for my money?
The ‘old’ Basic Pension rate 

for those contracted out went up 
to £122.30 per week from April 
6 this year. The new Single Tier 
Pension from the same date is 
£159.55 for those who qualify.

Do I have any choice about 
paying NICs?  

No – we all pay NICs as long 
as we are working and under state 
pension age. 

And how long do I have to 
pay to qualify for the Single 
Tier Pension?

With a total of 35 years’ worth 
of NICs, at least 7.5 years at the 
higher rate, you will qualify for 
the full higher rate. 

How do I check my position?
Visit  www.gov.uk/check-

state-pension
If you are a member of the Society 

and have questions on this, email 
us at pensionenquiries@forpen.
co.uk, or to learn more, visit 
www.forcespensionsociety.org

Sultan hosts camp

Newport group visit Dartmouth
SHIPMATES from Newport branch were 
challenged to show their identity by a captain 
when they arrived for a visit to Britannia 
Royal Naval College at Dartmouth, organised 
by S/M Spider Kelly.

But in the end it was the captain – Jack 
Sparrow, of Pirates of the Caribbean fame – 
who had to pass muster, and having produced 

a warrant for free passage, he ambled off, 
allowing the Newport shipmates to enjoy the 
College’s open day.

They were given a tour of the site by a 
Cadet, taking in the Captain’s Garden, the 
chapel and the museum – where the visitors 
could easily have spent a day looking through 
the exhibits and College records.

After looking at stalls and displays at the 
open day – which attracted more than 3,000 
people – the visit ended with a performance 
by the Royal Marines Band Plymouth.

The Newport group then enjoyed an 
evening of refreshments, entertainment and 
the odd tot at the White Ensign Club, Exeter, 
before they headed back home.

Engineers celebrate
FOLLOWING a reinvigoration 
of the Divisional System across 
the DE&S, Furious Division 
(MSS) held their inaugural Mess 
Dinner at the Hotel du Vin in 
Bristol, presided over by Captain 
Stephen Large RN, MSS MP 
team leader.

The dinner was a chance 
to celebrate 180 years since 
the formation of the Marine 
Engineering Branch and a way 
to recognise our engineers’ 
dedication to professionalism 
and support improvements to 
the Fleet. 

The event also provided an 
opportunity to reminisce with 
fellow serving engineers and civil 
servants in an enjoyable social 
atmosphere.

After a glass of champagne 
in the bar, everyone was able 
to absorb the atmosphere where 

Capt Large invited the 20 guests, 
which include four from our 
NATO partners; three engineers 
from the Dutch Navy and one 
Canadian.

The evening also presented 
the opportunity to award 
CPOET(MESM) R Jaques the 

clasp to his LSGC for his 30 
years serving the Royal Navy.

Furious Division are indebted 
to the Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines Charity for their support 
which made this event possible 
and equally for the support from 
the Rebalancing Lives Fund.

l Ship’s company of HMS Endurance with members of the Trans 
Arctic Expedition, June 1969

Endurance reunion
ORGANISERS are hoping to hold a 50-year reunion of the first 
commission of HMS Endurance in late September or early October 
next year and are looking for former shipmates to support the event.

Above is a photograph of the ship’s company in the summer of 1969 
– are you there? Eight original members have already signed up, but 
there is plenty of room for more. Contact jansbolt@btinternet.com, 
or telephone 0116 267 5339.

SOME 65 years after having 
returned home from the Korean 
War, Stowmarket RN veteran 
Malcolm Robertson (above) has 
been recognised by the Republic 
of Korea with their Ambassador 
for Peace Medal for his service.

Malcolm, who joined the 
Royal Navy as a Boy Seaman at 
HMS Ganges in 1949, served 
in Korea between 1950 and 
1952 on aircraft carriers HMS 
Triumph and Glory.

He was presented with his 
medal by Tim Jarvis, Chair of  
RNA Area 5.

BLIND and partially-sighted 
veterans from across the UK 
competed in a sports day 
at the HMS Sultan Blind 
Veterans UK Summer Camp.

The veterans gathered at the 
Hampshire naval engineering 
establishment for a week full of 
challenging activities designed 
to encourage them to make the 
most of life.

Basketball, hockey, penalty-
taking and relay races were 
amongst the sports day activities, 
with crazy golf, gliding and 
archery also on the programme.

Brian Lang, who has been 
attending the camp with his 
friend Billy Miller for 38 years, 
travels from Liverpool to take 
part.

The former Royal Army 
Service Corps driver, who 
lost his eyesight in a vehicle 
accident in Germany in 1960, 
said: “It’s great, that’s why I’ve 
been coming here for so many 
consecutive years.

“Over the years you meet your 
old friends, like Billy, who I’ve 
known for 40 years.

“We’ve always kept in touch 
and you meet other friends 

down here.
“This is very important – I 

wouldn’t miss it for the world.”
Andy Salter, the organising 

secretary for the camp, said: 
“The ethos of Blind Veterans 
promotes independence and 
getting people back together in a 
military environment.

“I’m sure there’s language here 
that they haven’t used in their 
own homes for some years!

“They just look forward to this 
week and coming back here.

“This camp is a close-knit 
family – campers come back 
year on year but we’re also 
introducing new campers every 
year, and it’s lovely to see the way 
they integrate.

“They come here full of 

trepidation – it takes faith to come 
here and put themselves into our 
hands, and we respect how brave 
these people are to do it.

“Often veterans are so used 
to their families doing things for 
them that they stop believing 
they can do things themselves, 
and it’s also important for their 
families at home, because this 
offers valuable respite care.”

Traditionally supported by 
the Fleet Air Arm Field Gun 
crew, the summer camp has been 
hosted by Sultan since 1996, 
following the closure of HMS 
Daedalus.

Many field gunners who were 
associated with supporting the 
event prior to the move are still 
involved to this day.

AROUND 50,000 people of 
all ages enjoyed Hull Veterans 
Weekend, part of the City of 
Culture programme.

The Royal Naval Village 
featured the Youth Engagement 
Team with an inflatable assault 
course, the Northern Diving 
Group with a dive tank and 
members of the local University 
RN Unit and Armed Forces 
Careers Office staff.

Cdre Phil Waterhouse, Naval 
Regional Commander Northern 
England, attended the Drum 
Head Service on the Sunday.

Frank is
mourned

Wildfire III service

Red-letter days
for St Neots

Hull of a day

MORE than 6,000 people 
attended the St Neots Armed 
Forces Day, the largest such 
event in Cambridgeshire.

RNA National Chairman S/M 
Keith Ridley attended – no big 
surprise, as in his “spare time” 
Keith is also chairman of the St 
Neots AFD Committee.

Numerous military vehicles, 
classic and vintage cars and 
motorbikes were on display, there 
was a horse display by the WW1 
Field Hospital Team, and two 
Chelsea Pensioners attended, as 
well as Biggleswade Sea Cadets.

St Neots branch members 

worked hard to raise the 
Association’s profile, supported 
by S/M Keith’s boat/floating 
office, named Pusser’s Rum, 
which was moored along the 
bank of the Great Ouse.

In the run-up to Armed Forces 
Day S/M Keith was also on hand 
to offer congratulations to S/M 
Philip ‘Pip’ Harrison, a member 
of St Neots branch, on his 102nd 
birthday.

S/M Pip joined up at HMS 
Ganges in 1940 and began 
as a signalman before being 
commissioned in 1943.

He completed 11 Arctic 
convoys to Russia and served 
in HM Ships Intrepid, Taff and 
Spey before being demobbed in 
1946.

Pip also took part in the famous 
Operation Pedestal which saw a 
convoy fight its way through almost 
impossible odds against Axis 
aircraft, ships and submarines to 
reach Malta in August 1942 with 
crucial supplies – including fuel 
delivered by the much-bombed 
and battered tanker Ohio, which 
reached port barely afloat.

On leaving the Royal Navy 
S/M Pip became headmaster of a 
local school.




